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4 INTRODUCTION TO THE

leading divinitics. They represented the three guyas, or
principles, which Hindu philosophers had at an early
period hypothesized in order® to explain the various phe-
nomena of the universe. The first of the three selected
gods, Brahm4, had the principle of Rujas, or passion, al-
lotted to him. His peculiar office was that of creation and
required the excrcise of ¢fort, corresponding to the active
principlo of Rajas. The second, Vishyu, was the preser-

» ver of the universe, and had the conservative principle of
Sattwa as his distinguishing ‘attribute. The third, or
Siva, was the destroyer, and fitly represented the principle
of darkness, or tamas.

Of the three select divinitics, the first, however, had
never become an object of cspecial adoration, having

"been guilty of an incestuous attempt on his own daughter.
_The incident is thus accounted for in the work now pre-
sented to the public. '

“IHearing his father's (Brahmd's) words the Muni
Nérada became angry. He immediately cursed his father
saying, Thou shalt be unadored in the world. Thou shalt
have no votaries. Thou shalt be a prey to unlawful lusts.”

Brahm4 being thus incapacitated for recciving worship,
the other two, Vishnu and Siva, have shared among them-
selves ‘the adoration of the Hindus. It would appear
from certain legends recorded-in the Itiliises and Puré-
nas that S'iva was the god of the aboriginal inhabitants
of the country. He was worshipped by Daityas and
Rikshases who are represented as mortal cenemies of the
Alryas, or Brahmins, and all their institutions. Tt is not
said that the Brahmins bore any hostility to S'iva, but .
their enemics, the Daityas, whom I take to Liave been the
aborigines of the country, were decidedly opposed to the
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Parvada Pancha Vatra.
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Tns Ndrada-pancha-rdtia is ono of the oldest, if not
the very first, specimen of Vaishnava literature in Sans-
crit. The only work which can contest the palm of se-
niority with it is the Bhigavata Purina, commonly,
known by the name of the St Bhdgavata. Without
stopping to decide this contest, we may safely deelare that.
cach has in its own way done much to recommend tho
Vaishinava doctrine to the Brahmins and give a turn, till
then unknown, to the worship of Vishnu as the supremo
ruler of tho universe. .

Vishnu is & name not unknown to tho Vedas. His
divinity is recognized in those ancient writings and he is
even styled a great god.  But he was not considered
supreme. The word parame stands in some places as his
predicate, but, as shown by* Professor Max Muller, not in
the sense of supreme.

iy ¥ JuraTHEH} Ao TCAAR MR W AT R 74T

“Agni is the first among the gods, Vishnu the last,
between them stand the other divinities.”

The last, howover, became in process of time, not the
least in the devotional conceptions of the Hindus. Three
of the gods had from a remote period been sclected as
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The subsequent elevation of Vishnu as supreme among
“wods was at the same time both a cause and an effect of the
work now published. The work was itself called into
existenee by the craving felt by the Bralmins for some
specific object of devotion, and it contributed largely in its
turn to swell the number of Vishuw's votaries among the
Brahmins, whom the prevalence of Buddhism had taught
a lesson not to be despised.

The age of the Nirada-pancha-ritra, produced a great
change in the opinions of the Bralmins with reference
to the worship of Vishpu.* e was then held up as
the supreme divinity in tho form of Krishna. The wor-
ship of that divinity was considered sufficient in itself
for the attainment of eternal felicity. It required no
complement, and it admitted no supplement.  This was a

doctrine unknown to former aves. A voice from heaven
vevealed it to Narada -

wrafydl afg Yfcaver a8 &
arufyay afy gicwnar aq fa
wmafy (7 glcanar an &
Al afy wfcwmwar aa @&
facw facw aga {3 avenny avw
LEEEREER 1R 3 iraﬁhz !
o m gl Jwdr quat
wafarfaggeat Faatg |

“If Hari (that is to say Krishna) is propitiated what
is the use of austerities ? If Hari is not propitiated what
is the use of austerities? If Hari is within and without,
what is the use of austerities ? If Hari is not within and
without, what is the usc of austerities? Desist, desist, O
Brahmin,—what has thou O child to do with austere
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worship of Vishnu, held in reverence by the Brahmins. !
Kansa, [liranya Kasipu, Rivana, and other enemies of ‘
the Alryas were devout worshippers of S'iva, but hostile
to Vishpu,  And the deseription given of S'iva as the
Lord of the mountuins, the captain of goblins and spirits
infesting woods and cemeteries, inclines us to the opinion
that he was the god of the original inhabitants whom the
Aryan invasion had driven to inaccessible forests and
mountain cliffs. We find it expressly said in the Vasistha
smriti, cited by Prof. Max Muller, that Vishnu was the
god of the DBralmins—Soma, Strya and others those

of Kshetriyas and Vaisyas— while Rudra or S'iva was
the cod of the Nddras and others,
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Vishnu is represented as a god of civilization. He
did not like S'iva soil hix person with dust and ashes; he
did not take vulear delight in earrving about and exhie
biting human bones and skulls; he did not indulge in
drinking solutions of intoxicating and deleterious drugs;
he did not dance frantiely at the head of impure goblins,
bedecking Limself with snakes and other emblems of savage
life. Vishpu on the contray clad himself in decent ap-
parel and was the patron of the fine arts.  He was dis-
tinguished by a suavity of manners which betokened an
improved state of society. lis conversation was polite.
Iis very viees were those of polished life.  Such is his
character in S'istras of an age, post Vedic indeed, but
preceding the still later times of the Narada Pancha-rétra
and the S'rf Bhigavata,
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devotious ? Haste, haste, thou Brahmin 10 S'ankara the
ocean of knowledge. Obtain perfect faith in Hari, as set
forth by Vaishnavas, the same which divides and cuts
asunder the chains of the world.”

It is remarkable that S’ankara, or S'iva, should be im-
pressed to iveuleate the suprems;cy of his rival Vishyu, or
Krishna, and thercby sign, seal, and sanction his own de-
gradation. The Brahmins knew that there could not be
a more effectual method of enforcing the claims of their,
favourite god, than by the confession of the very divinity
under whose banner their old enemices, the Réikshas and
Daityas, had marshalled their powers against Vishnu and
the rites and ceremonies of the Vedas.  The Brahminical
stratagem has completely succeeded.  This assienment of
divine supremacy to the principal incarnate forms of
Vishnu has been respected all over India—and S'iva has
over since remained a sort of pensioned divinity, in full
enjoyment of his former titles, acknowledged and worship-
ped by the Dralimins themselves, but yiable to direet or
stimulate the sauctimonious devotion of aspirants after «
transcendental excellencies.

The Mahibhirata relates a curious fact about the same
Nirada, here represented as receiving a voice from heaven.
The divine sage had scen from the top of Mount Meru
the S'weta-dwipa,® or white continent, on the north side of
the ocean of milk. Nigada repaired to that fair land,
and obtained a «¢ision of Vishnu such as was never vouch-
safed elsewhere—or to any but eléntins, or worshippers
of one exclusive God, which the inhabitants of that white
land were, and which was a pcculiar characteristic of
Nérada himself.

¥ Mahabharat. XII. sections 337-341

NARADA PANCHA RATRA.
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There has been an animated discussion among certain
scholars on the geography of this «hite lund.—Some have
maintained that the ancedote rclates to a visit paid by
some Brahming to a Christian country from which was
introduced the doctrine of salvation by fuith in a divine
manifestation, such as an incarnation of the supreme
Vishnu was held to be—others protest against the theory
of any Bralminical doctrine having been ever suggested
from external sourees.

"It is eurious no one has referred o (he possibility of
the story about the ckintins, er wuiterivns, having been
sugeested by the followers of Maliomet in the neighbour-
ing countries of Central Asia.  DBut this is not the place
for renewing the above disenssion. We caunot Lowever
help stating a few facts in connexion with the doetrine of
salvation by faith in Vishnu's divine supremacy.
" This doctrine was not inculeated until a recent period
in the history of Brahminism and several hundred years
after Christ.

"l‘lm seene of its luculeation was the South of India, and

Conjeveram is considered to this day as the original seat
of Ramanuja, the first Brahmin who acted on the above
doctrine, by instituting a sect professing faith in Vishpu
ag the only means of cternal ~alvation.

Several hundred years befpre the initiation of this
novel doctrine by « voiee from heaven, Christian com-
munitics had been formed in the South of India professing
the doctiine of salvation by faith, and contradicting the
old theory of sacrificial rites.

The doctrine of Vishnu opened the door of salvation
to all classes of men (Yavans and Mlechhas not excepted)
after the fashion of Christianity. The primitive Brahmins
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would not allow the right of religious exercises to the
S'ddras, whose caste-duty was servility to the higher
orders. The Vaishnvas, however, not only reccived them
as brethren in the faith, but promoted them also to the
dignity of spiritual guides and tutors, when any were
found worthy of such dignity by reason of learning and
zeal. That such spiritual enfranchisement of S'ddras was
a great innovation on the old system, will appear from a
fact related in the Rimdynna. 1 giveit in my own word¢$
from another work.

« After Réma had returned home from s expedition to Linka, and com
menced a happy and prosperous reian e Oudhy o Braluam came o lus door,
Litterly complanme of the untiniely death of s bl only fve yews old, and
attrbnting the trageal event to some auze under which the higdom lay,
awing to the king's want of watchfulness Rima, Iistened to the Brahmin's
inveetives with self reproach, and could not, with such o humihating fact
before him, gainsay the Bralhmi’s coneluston Mdvised by wimsters and
Rishis, he procecded, sword e hand, to seareh out the unknown canse of
the national sin. By the side of a tank he discovered a man absorbed m
deep and austere devotion. Challenged by the king, the devotee gave Jus
name {Sambueal, and confessed s race oNidra . For a seevile man to seek .
adnussion to the socicty of gods by such rehgous exereises; was an inaty,
which sufliciently acconnted for the national calamity,  With one stroke of
his sword, the king severed the S'idea’s head from his body  JTuda and the
other gods fell mto eestacies of delight at the promptness with which the
son of Dasaratha exterminated such a aymg evil, and numediately sent
down a perfumed shower of celestial flowers, acknowledging at the same time
that the stop, so effectually put to ghe aspiring S'ada’s attempt 10 obtain a
footing in heaven, was a service done to themselves  And Rima was then
assured that the moment the wretched man's head dropped from his neck,
life was restored to the Brahmin's son.”” Dialugues on the Hindu Plidosophy

It is for the reader to judge for himself whether the -
South Indians when they introduced such innovationg
in doctrine and practice had received no suggestion fr‘om;‘;'

their Christian neighbours on the Coromandel and Mafa-, %
bar coasts.
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